A  ftrong 

MOTIVE 

To  the  palling  of  a 

Generall  Pardon, 

ACT  of  OBLTVI  ON 

Found  in  a  Parcell  of 

PROBLEMES, 

Sele&ed  out  of  a  greater  bundle  lately 
Vublifhed  by  P.  D. 

For  the  prefent  ufeof  all  the  Members  of  both 

Houfes  of  Parliament,  But  more  efpeci- 
ally  ofihofeinCity,Countrey,  and  Army, 
and  in  Parliament  too  (if  there  be  any)  that 
have  lately  exprefled  their  fiercenefle 
in  prefling  for  Juftice  againft 
Delinquents* 


John    8.  7. 
Let  him  that  js  without  finne  among  you  caft  the  fir  ft  (lone. 
Luke    13.  2. 

Suppofe  ye  that  thefe  Qalileans  were  finners  above  all  the  Galileans,  he- 
canfe  theyfu  fered  fuch  things  t  &c.   ^ 

Printed  in  feafon.  Intheyeare.  1648, 


A  ftrong  Motive  to  thepaffing  of  aGenerall 
Pardon  and  AU  of  Oblivion. 


I.   PRO  B  LE  ME. 

WHether  the  praElifingand  endeavouring  to  over-awe  thtt- 
Soveraigne  Majefiym  which  a  State  hath  placed  the  whole 
Arbitrary  legijlative power  ^  whether  they  have  placed  it  in  one>  or 
in  the  Major  part  of  many  perfons  consenting  inone>  be  not  the 
highefl  treason  thdit  cm  be  committed  in  any  State,  And  whether 
this  may  not  be  done  by  (editions  tumults  of  the  common  people^ 
as  well  as  by  men  of  higher  rank.  And  likewife  whether  the  con- 
triving} and  endeavouring  to  do  the  fame  things  by  cunning^and 
tnaiitious praSices>  be  not  a  hainous  crime  alfo5  though  of  an  in- 
ferior nature  ? 

Whether  the  refilling  to  deliver  up  notorious  Delinquents  to 
juftice,  be  not  a  jbft  caufe  of  making  War  with  rigor  againft  a  whole 
City,  or  Counrrey  fo  protecting  them,  though  nootrerwife  par- 
taking in  the  finne,in  the  judgement  of  God  himfe!f  in  the  Cafes 
of  Gibeab  of  Benjamin,  and  of  the  City  of  Abel  prote&mg  Sheba : 
And  whether  proteSors  of fuch  Delinquents  have  good  ground  to 
prcmife themfelves a  good  iffi e of  fuch a  Warre,  by  their  profpe- 
rous  fucceffe  in  a  battel!,  or  two,  if  they  do  well  confider  the  for- 
mer of  thofe  (lories  .<? 

Whether  the  keeping  of  perfcns  duly  accufed  from  being 
brought  to  a  due  iegall  trjall9  either  upon  preemption  of  their  in~ 

nocence; 
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noce»ce\ntt(pz&ofthe\rforiHer  good  life,  and  fame,  or  far  their 
gcod  deferts,  or  for/we  andjealoufy  of undue  proceedings  againft 
them,  or  upon  precenceof  fome  quefiionable  privilege,  or  all  chefe 
laid  together,  can  amount  to  any  more  then  a  probable  ground  of 
ajufldefenfiveWarre  \  And  whether  it  be  (afe  to  run  into  a  de- 
monstrable great finne  in  the  generaf9  upon  a  probable  ground  chat 
in  this,  or  thzt  facial!  Cafe  iris  no  finne  ? 

Whether  it  be  p  obable  that  in  a  well-eft  .biiflied  government  IV 
of  lcngcontinuance,the  manerof  legal  proceeding  in  any  common, 
great  %criminalcaufe{hox\\&  be  doubtiul3or  unknown;  And  admit- 
ting it  to  be  fo  in  fome  cafe  {alien  forth ,  whether  all  and  every  of 
the  refpe&ive  States  in  whom  the  Legiflative  power  is,  being  afc 
fembled  together  at  the  time,be  not  bound  in  conference  to  agree 
the  difference  bj  fuch  an  indifferent  Law^or  Ordinance's  m°y  be  en- 
2&ed  by  their  pynt  confent,rather  then  to  go  to  war  one  3gainft 
another,  and  to  draw  the  whole  State  into  penalities  upon  fuch 
an  occafion. 

Whether  he  who  gi veth  the  firft  flop  to  the  proceeding  of  juftice  V 
according  to  law  in  that  Caufe ,  which  thereupon  becomes  a  pre- 
tence to  begin  a  fail  Civil  War,  and  will  not  agree  to  remove  that 
flop,  be  not  the  offender.  A  nd  whether  the  other,  though  he  hap- 
pen  to  be  the  aggre(for  in  the  action  at  War,  as  he  was  to  have  been 
Haintife  in  the  action  at  La  v^xi  the  caule  had  been  tryed  by  Law, 
yet  be  not  on  the  defensive  part  in  the  War. 

Whether  the  juftice  of  every  actional  Worre,  as  well  as  at  Ldw,  y 
doth  not  depend  intirely  upon  the  tryal  I  of  the  point  in  iffue  be- 
tween the  parties  rand  whether  all  other,  whether  ivterefpd  per- 
JonJyOT  bj'itanderj,  ought  not  to  take  that  as  it  rmy  be  f>und  in 
their  refpeftive  Declarations ,  manifeftoes,  an  J  ottnr  pleadings, 
leaving  the  judgement  of fecret  motives  toGodwhi  only  can  judge 
oftheir  hearts,  &  who  may  judge  otherwifeof  thejuflice  of  {Van, 
then  man  «r^,becaufehe  feeth  not,  as  manfeerh.  And  wherher 
they  be  not  bound  in  conference  to  give  equal!  credit,  to  the  re- 
fpeftive  Declarations  of  both  parties  $  in  all  matters  of fi3  that 
have  not  fallen  within  their  own  private,  certain  fyotvledge^znd 
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toufe thtfame mights Jndmeafures inyondetmg  the  validity  of- 
their  refpe&iveallegations,andto  judge  of  them  without  pajfion^ 
prejudice ,  or  partiality. 

Whether  they  who  at  one  time  have  allowed,  or  approved  of  the  fame 
proceedings \  or  a3ionsi  in  themfelves  or  others  of  their  own  opini- 
on or  party  >which  at  another  lime  they  have  condemned  with  five* 
rity7and  puniflied  with  rigor  in  others  of  a  contrary  opinion  or  par- 
ty,i«  the  managerie  of  'one  and  the  fame  true,  or  pretended caufe  of 
gjL;  W  Mohave  not  in  fo  doing  pronounced fentence  of  condemnation  jgainjt 
themfelves^or  can  have  any  w el-grounded  hope  long  to  ef cape  the  hea* 
vie  judgement  of  God,  and  his  revenging  hand^  for  this  fo  wicked  par- 
tiality ^how  holy  ^righteous  }or  fober  foever  they  may  be  in  other paffages 
of  their  lives.  And  whether  they  who  will  by  no  means  agree  that  others 
jhculdhaue  an  a£f  of  Oblivion  in  this  world,/tfr  thoje  faults  dor  crime  j 
B^ra?/themfelves  are  no  leffe  gnily  then  their  neighbours  ^can  have 
anyhopt  ofpzrdonfortkir  own  tra»fgreJJions,of  either  fort  ,in  that 
world  which  is  to  come. 
XII;    Whetherin  the  late  great  controversy  between  his  Majefty 
and  his  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  it  was  not  the  duty  of  every^ 
gcod  ChriftianandJoyalliubjeft  ofthis  Kingdome,  defirous  to 
approve  his  heart  to  God  ,  and  his  aftions  to  men,  efpecially  to 
thofe  whom  God  hath  fet  over  him,  to  that  end  before  he  took 
any  part  in  the  Warre  carefully  to  perufe,  and  with  indifferency 
to  weigh  the  refpeftive  allegations,  contained  in  thofe  feveraif 
Declarations  publiftied  by  the  Kings  Majefty  on  the  one  part, and 
by  the  Lords  andCommons  on  the  other  parr,fince  the  firft  breach* 
between  them$ and  particularly  thofe  whereby  they  have  refpe- 
£HvIy  given  to  the  people  of  this  Kingdom,  and  the  whole  world, 
an  account  oftheReafons  of  their  having  taken  tip  Arrnes,  wher- 
ofthat  of  his  Majefty  beareth  date  12.  Aug.  X 642.  being  alio 
the  date  of  the  Proclamati  on  whereby  his  Majefty  gavenotice  of 
hisrefolution  to.fetuphisftandardatN^«gtouponthe  22*  of 
the  feme  month;  And  that  of  the  Parliament  was  fet  forth  in  the 
fame  montba  I  think  befbrehis  Majeftyes* 

Whether  by  the  perufall  of  the  faid  re(pe&ive  Declarations^, 


and  of  the  preface  of  the  Ordinance  of  the  Lords  and  Commons 
fora  weekly  Aflelementof4.  March  1642.  it  be  not  moft  evi- 
dent, that  his  Majefty,  and  his  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  do  bo:h 
pretend  to  have  taken  up  defenfive  Armes  y  and  in  defence  of  all  and 
every  the  fame  things  ^  And  whether  it  be  not  alio  evident ,  that  his 
Majefty  in  his  faid  Declaration  maketh  the  prote3ing  of  Delin- 
quents, xohomhe nameth,  frombeing  brought  to  a  Tryall  by  their 
Peeres  according  to  the  Law  of  the  Land,  the  only  caufe  of  the  let- 
ting upof  his  ftandard,  and  railing  defenfive  Armes  againft  them, 
and  as  many  ofhisfubje&s  as  would  rife  in  Rebellion  againft  his 
Majefty,  and  the  Law,  in  betaaife  of  the  faid  pretended  offendors 
and  in  juftification  of  their  a&ions  fpecified  at  large,  and  alledged 
to  be  High  mifdeoieanors,  and  Treafon.  And  whether  the  three 
caujes,  upon  which  onely  the  Lords,  and  Commons  pretend  to 
juftifie  their  having  taken  up  defenfive  Armes,  in  their  laid  Decla- 
ration of  the  fourth  of  March  1642,  be  not  alio  reducible  to  one, 
to  wit,  that  of  bringing  notorious  offenders  to  condigne  pun  fo- 
ment, whofe  pra&ifes  are  fet  forth  at  length  in  their  Declaration 
of  the  fourth  of  hug.  1642,  and  of  whom  they  then  named  none 
but  the  Lord  Digby.  For  the  pretended  violence,  and  deftru&i- 
onoftne  faid  Lords  and  Commons,  and  of  the  Parliament,  and 
the  pretended  foraigne  invafion  of  this  Kingdome  (which  are 
the  other  twoCaufes )  neither  were  then,  nor  by  Law  could  have 
been  charged  on  his  Majefty ,but  on  the  faid  Lord  Digby  5  and  o- 
ther  unnamed  Incendiaries  5  And  whether  it  be  not  thereby 
manifeft,that  there  were  two  A&ions  at  War  on  foot  at  the  lame 
rime,  the  one  between  the  King,  and  his  Parliament,the  other 
between  theParliament,and  his  Majeftie. 

Whether  upon  the  whole  matter,  Whereas  it  wasalleagedo,* 
both fides9t\\zx.  they  took  up  Armes  in  defenceof  his  Majefties  per- 
ibn,ofthe^7*eProteftant  Religion,  (which  words  ought  to  be 
underftood  of  that  which  in  this  Kingdome  is  eftablifliedfor  true) 
of  the  Lawes,  and  L  iberties  of  the  K.ingdome,and  of  the  power, 
and  Privilege  ofParliament,The  truth  be  not,  That  the  Jaft  on- 
ly ?  to  wit,  the  Privilege  ofvarliam^h  was  in  Queftion$  ( if  the 
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qmfttm  were  about  matter  of  right}  none  of  the  former  having 
been,or  having  on  eithe  r  fidebeen  faid  to  be,in  any  danger  other- 
wife,then  as  the  freedom  ot  parliament  was  by  both  fides  preten- 
ded^to  have  bin  intended  tobe  by  the  other  impeached.And  whe- 
ther, fretdome  being  the  maine  privilege  of  Parliament,  and  the 
providing  fir  thefreedome  of  the  varliawent^md  of  all  other  Aflem- 
biics;having  been  (aid  to  belong  to  the  King  by  the  Prelates,  Earles, 
Barons,  and  the  Communal  ty  of  this  Realme  aflembled  in  Parlia^ 
mtiitmfPeJfminfier^of  purpofe  to  take  advice  of  this  bufines,  in 
the  f  even  th  year  of  King  Edward  the  fitft,  And  that  by  the  Statute 
then  made  it  was  declared,  that  it  is  the  Kings  part  through  his  Roy* 
allfergniorj  firstly  U  defend  force  of  armour ,  And  all  other  force  a» 
gainft  his  peace,  and  to  puy.ift  tkm  which  fhalldo  contrary  according 
to  the  Lawes^and  nfages  of  this  Redm%and  that  all  the  Subjects  thereof 
are  thereunto  bound  to  aide  the  King,  as  their  Sovcraigne  Lord}  at  all 
feafom  when  needfloall  be.  Whether  I  fay  in  the  late  a&ion  at  War, 
(taken  as  commenced  on  the  part  of  the  parliament \)the  onelj  point  of 
faS  in  iffue  were  not,  whether  his  Majefty  either  did  proceed,  or 
would  have  proceeded  according  to  the  Laws,  and  Ufages  of  this 
Realmejinthe  accufation  of  the  Lord  Kimbolton,  (nowEarleof 
Manchcfter^nd  of  the  five  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
charged  with  an  indeavour  by  force.,  and  terror  to  compell  the 
Parliament  to  joyn  with  them  in  their  Traiterous  Defignes,and 
with  having  to  that  end  aftually  railed  &  countenanced  Tumu'ts 
againft  the  King,&  parliament  J  fay  would  have  proceededfiec&ufQ 
his  Majelty  taking  notice  that  fome  conceived  it  difputab|e,whe- 
ther  his  proceedings  againft  the  perfons  aforefaid  by  his  A  tturney 
were  legally  and  agreeable  to  the  privileges  of  parliament,  was 
pleated  to  wave  thofe  his  proceedings ,and  toDeclare  That  when  the 
minds  of  men  were  compofed,  he  would  proceed  againfl  them  in  an 
unqueftiombleway.  And  whether  in  the  latea&ion  at  Warre,  ta- 
ken as  commenced  on  his  hiajeflhs  part,  the  onely  point  of  f aft  in  if 
fue  were  not,  whether  his  Majefty  did  ever  refufe  to  deliver  the 
Lord  Dtgby,  cr  any  other  duly  accufed  Incendiary  to  a  Legall  try- 
al,before  the  beginning  of  the  Warre. 

Whether 
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Whether  the  fixth  Article  preferred  againft  the  laid  accufed 
Members,  benotby  hisMajefty  avowed  co  be  the  chiefs  head  of 
their  charge ,  as  well  in  his  Majefhes  faid  Declaration,  as  in  the 
Articlesthemfelves,  the  faid  Article  being  compnfed  in  thefe 
words,  That  for  the  compleating  of  their  traiterous  defignesi  they 
hive  endeavoured,  as  far  re  as  in  them  lay,  by  force,  and  terror  to  corn- 
fell  the  Parliament  tojoyne  with  them  in  their  traiterous  defignes,  and 
to  that  end  have  actually  raifed,  and  countenanced  tumults  agairfi  th  % 
King^ni  Parliament ,  And  whether  the  main  charge  againlt  the 
Lord  Digby,  and  other  Incendiaryes  in  the  Parliaments  faid  De- 
claration of  the  fourth  of  Auguft.  1 642.  be  not  the  very  [ame.  viz. 
their  combinning  to  bury  the  happineffe  of  this  kingdome  in  the 
mine  of  this  Parliament,  and  by  forcingittocutup  the  freedome  of 
Parliament  by  the  ratf,asit  is  cxprefled  page  494.  And  whether 
thtmaine  charge  of  the  Armyagainft  the  eleven  Members  be  not  to 
the  fame  ejfeft.  And  whether  in  common  difcourfe  fome  do  not 
eharge0/&r/tt>  be  as  guilty  ofthe  fame  crime,  as  any  of  the  ac- 
cufed by  the  Awy, by  the  Houfes,or  by  his  Majefty. 

Whether  they  who  in  their  private  judgements  haveabfolved 
the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houfes,  (in  which  they  are  but  the  (ha- 
dowes  ofhisMajetYies  facred  perfon)  from  all  blame,  in  what 
they  did  the  laft:  fummer,  can  with  much  equity,  or  jufticecon- 
demne  his  Majefty,  for  having  withdrawn  himjelfe  from  the  tu- 
mults attPeftminfterjNhen  time  was,allowing  ail  to  be  true  which 
hach  been  alleaged  by  his  Majefty,and  others  in  his  behalfe3for  zaw- 
//z;?/ inducing  him  thereunto.  And  whecher  any  thing,  and  what, 
and  how  much  is  wanting  to  make  the  retirement  of  p art  of  the 
Members  of  both  Hcules,  to  an  ddjrmy,  which  had  refufed  co  be 
difljjnded  at  their  appointment,  a  juft  parallel  to  the  retirement 
of  a  much  greater  part  of  the  Members  of  both  Houfes  to  Torke,  or 
Oxford^  and  there  contributing  their  affiftance  toward  the  racing 
and maintainingofan  jrmy.  And  whether  if  this  laft  mentioned 
jrmsf  had  found  no  more  oppoficion  in  their  m  ireh  to  Weftminfter 
and  chrou^h  London,  then  Aforementioned  army  did  the  laft  year, 
the  faid  Mrmbers  nceded  to  have  done<w*y  mcre^hm  was  then  tSt* 
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ed  by  the  General,and  Officers  of  the  faid  Armi  e,for  the  compaP 
fing  of  their  defigne. 

*  *  *    Defutrunt  nonnulla.    AltyuU  eorum  adje&um. 

Whether  the  violence  offered  to  both  Houfesby  fome  of  ths 
Prelbyterian  party,  when  time  was,  was  not  greater  in  fliew^ 
though  not  in  truth,  then  that  of  the  Army$  And  greater  in  truth 
then  thatofhisMajeftyes  coming  to  the  Houte  of  Commons  to 
demand  the  five  Members  thereof.  And  whether  there  have  not 
been  a  greater  violation  of  the  Freedome  of  Parliament  then 
any  of  the  former,  taking  the  Parliament  for  an  entire  Body  ,  hav- 
ing the  King  for  the  head  thereof,  and  not  for  the  two  Houfes, 
which  are  called  the  Parliament,  as  the  body  of  a  man  without 
ahead  is  called  the  body:  or  for  the  Houfe  of  Peers  alone, 
whiclrirfbmecime  called  the  Parliament,  as  that  part  of  a  mans 
body  which  is  about  his  heart  is  called  his  body.    And  ,? 

*  *  *'*  Rtliqttadefiderantnr. 

Whether  upon  the  whole  matter  any  thing  can  be  more  equi- 
table, then  that  either  all  perfons  that  may  be  found  gnilty  of 
any  intention  of  over-awing,or  over-ruling  the  Parliament,  may 
be  pardoned:  Orelfethat  dueandequalljuftice  may  paffe  upon 
all,  as  hath  been  long  fince  propounded  in  the  Confiderations, 
and  lately  in  the  Projedl  for  an  equitable  and  lafting  Peace.. 
Which  God  grant. 


FINIS. 


